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Forget Summer (what summer?) - Autumn is much better! Crisp sunshine and
no flies! Summer seems a distant memory!!! A few times in early summer we
rode out at 7am or 7pm to enjoy the best of the day - heaven! But sadly most of
the summer has been a case of dodging the downpours or hiding in the Indoor
Arena! But there has been great news this summer as we are beginning to see
huge changes around the farm - because - at last - the planning permission has
been granted and work is underway!!! Please share this newsletter with anyone
interested in knowing about all the change afoot!

Cheston Farm EC : Developments

Indoor Arena: - the biggie!

After much unnecessary and costly wrangling with Dartmoor National Park
Authority over crazy planning conditions (painted in parking bays on a gravel car
park!) , we were finally able to get seriously stuck in. The roof of the arena is now
being removed and the dirty old sand, massive boulders and unlevel earthen
base being dug out by the tonne. Save for 3 sound walls we are virtually starting
over which is a massive undertaking but one that is essential to the kind of
business we intend to run here. Arena surfaces are surprisingly technical and
complicated things and Sophie is becoming something of an expert. We are
researching on how best to find the perfect surface and sand that is the right size
and shape but not having to be hauled across the entire country!

The French drains dug in during March around the arena have now been
securely fenced off with smart post and rail and the area improved with lawn. The
heavy rainfall in July tested the drainage and delighted us twice by proving our
work to date has solved the flooding arena problem. The drains caught the spring
that has historically flooded the arena and channelled it away with no harm done!






